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nominee and there were many charges made
both by Republicans and Democrats that he
was defeated by unfair means. One delegate
was reported to have desired to change his
vote before the final ballot, but the chairman of
his delegation refused to announce it. The
friends of "Weaver were so aroused that they
sent- a committee to Sampson to urge him not
to accept the nomination, while at the same time
his opponents sent a committee to the candi-
date to urge his acceptance. The convention
was held at Ottumwa and Judge Sampson was
holding court at Fairfield. Both committees
started from Ottumwa on the evening train to
interview the candidate. One of the members
of the committee, disappointed by Weaver's
defeat, telegraphed Sampson not to accept the
nomination till he saw the committee. Both
committees conferred with the candidate, who
took the matter under advisement and a few
days later announced his acceptance.05

The Iowa State Register in referring to the
nomination of Sampson declared that "no bet-
ter selection could possibly have been made,
unless, indeed, General Weaver had been
chosen, and that would have been a choice un-
doubtedly as good, but perhaps no better.
General Weaver gave Judge Sampson close and
gallant contest, and lost the prize by only one
vote. That the General did not succeed will be